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BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT OF COMVERCE
CF THE STATE OF MONTANA

NEEDS AND STRATEQ ES PUBLI C HEARI NG FOR THE
2024- 2025 ANNUAL ACTI ON PLAN
AND
2025- 2029 CONSCLI DATED PLAN
FOR HOUSI NG AND COMVUNI TY DEVELOPNMENT

TRANSCRI PT OF THE PROCEEDI NGS

On April 3, 2024, beginning at 2:02 p.m, the
publ i c hearing regardi ng the 2024-2025 Annual Action Pl an
and the 2025-2029 Consolidated Pl an for Housi ng and
Communi ty Devel opnent was held via Zoom before

Cheryl Ronsa, Court Reporter.
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WHEREUPQON, the foll ow ng proceedi ngs were had:

M5. GOLDICH Hi, everyone. 1|1'mgoing to go
ahead and get started, if that's okay with everyone. Good
afternoon, and wel conme to the needs and strategies public
hearing --

Actual ly, Janelle, can you start the recording,
pl ease?

Ckay. Good afternoon, and wel cone to the needs and
strategies public hearing for the 2024-to-2025 Annual
Action Plan, or the AAP, and the 2025-to0-2029 Consoli dated
Plan. M nane is Rosie Goldich, and | amthe CDBG
coordi nator here at the Departnent of Commerce, Conmmunity
MI Division. Today we'll be receiving public conmments on
the community needs and suggested strategies for the
2024-t0- 2025 Annual Action Pl an.

First a couple of housekeeping notes. W'IlIl be taking
comments at the end of this section of the presentation.

Pl ease hold your comrents and until then. Wile nmaking a
comment, please state and spell your nane, then any

organi zation that you are representing today. Please take
a nonment to ensure that you are nmuted before we begin.
This nmeeting will be recorded and avail able on our website
for you to review.

So first we'll be discussing the 2024-to0-2025 Annual

Action Plan. The State of Montana, through the
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Departnments of Commerce and Public Health and Hunman
Services, is developing the 2024-to0-2025 Annual Action
Pl an, which covers the period fromApril 1st, 2024, to
March 31st, 2025. This plan, also known as the AAP, is
required by the U S. Departnent of Housing and U ban
Devel opnent to assess Montana's i nmedi ate needs, and it
w || guide investnent for housing, economc, and other
communi ty devel opnent projects during Year 5 of the
2024- 2020 -- 2020-to0-2024 Consolidated Plan for Housing
and Community Devel opnent, which was initially approved by
HUD i n 2021.

The perspectives and opi nions shared by participants
of this public hearing will informthe devel opnent of the
2024-t0- 2025 AAP. W hope that wth your input we can
ensure housing and community devel opnent needs across
Mont ana are identified and addressed.

There are four progranms between the Departnent of
Commerce and DPHHS that are covered in the AAP. The
Communi ty Devel opnent Bl ock Grant, CDBG Program i ncl udes
housi ng, containing rental and single-famly
rehabilitation; public and community facilities; economc
devel opnent; and pl anni ng.

The HOME | nvest nent Partnershi ps Program i ncl udes
rental devel opment, single-famly devel opnent, rental

rehabilitation, and honebuyer assi stance.
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Housi ng Trust Fund, or HTF, includes rental
devel opnent and rental rehabilitation.

Lastly, the Enmergency Sol utions Gant, or ESG covers
enmer gency shelter, honel essness prevention, and rapid
r ehousi ng.

HUD has yet to announce its 2024-to-2025 Conmunity
Pl anni ng and Devel opnment, or CPD, allocations for CDBG
HOME, HTF, and ESG The State is currently seeking
initial input on the way CPD funds which are to be
announced should be utilized to neet housing and conmunity
devel opnent needs i n Mnt ana.

The draft 2024-to-2025 AAP is schedul ed to be
avai l able for public comment between May 15th, and a
public hearing for the docunent is planned for May 29t h.
During the comment period and public hearing of the draft
2024-t0- 2025 AAP, the State will seek input on the
publ i shed plan. The final 2024-to-2025 AAP is due to HUD
no later than August 16th, 2024, but wll be submtted as
early as June 28, 2024, to ensure successful
I npl ement ati on of the plan.

| f HUD has not announced CPD allocations by the tinme
the State nust publish its draft 2024-to-2025 AAP for
public review, the State will provide estimted funding
anmounts and explain howit wll adjust the plan to match

al l ocati on anounts once they are known.
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So this year, this programyear runs from April 1st,
2024, to March 31st, 2025. During Plan Year 5 -- Oh.

This is for |last year. Excuse ne. So during Plan Year 4,
whi ch that year ran from April 1st, 2023, to March 31st,
2024, $6,541,090 was all ocated to the CDBG Program

$3, 450, 234 has been allocated to the HOVE Program

$3, 066, 413 was al |l ocated to Housing Trust Fund, or HTF;
$741, 200 has been allocated to the ESG Program

For nore detail on how each of these fundi ng sources
all ocated their dollars, please visit Comrerce. nt.gov/
consol i dat ed- pl an/ docunents. Once drafted, the docunents,
i ncludi ng the 2024-to-2025 AAP, w || be avail able on
Comerce's website at Conmerce. nt. gov/consol i dat ed- pl an/
docunents, several repositories throughout the state,
whi ch are avail able on our website, and also by request to
t he Departnent of Conmmerce. You can contact the
Departnent of Commerce at 301 South Park Avenue in Hel ena,
Mont ana, Zi p Code 59601, or P.QO Box 200523 in Hel ena,
Mont ana, at 59620- 0523.

Qur division admnistrators are Galen Steffens from
the Community MI D vision and Cheryl Cohen from Montana
Housing. | amthe CDBG coordi nator, Rosie ol dich.
Janelle Egli is the program specialist. You can reach us
by phone at 406-841-2770, by TDD at 406-841-2702, by fax
at 406-841-2771. You can also email at DOCConPl an@nt . gov,
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and you can also find the Consolidated Pl an docunments on
our website, which is Conmmerce. nt.gov/consol i dat ed- pl an.

You can also inquire at DPHHS, which is |ocated at
1400 Carter Drive in Helena, Mntana 59601. You can reach
out to the P.O box, which is P.O Box 202956 i n Hel ena,
Mont ana, Zi p Code 59620-2956. The admnistrator is
Jessie Counts. The bureau chief is Sara Loewen. The
phone nunmber is 406-447-4265. The fax is 406-447-4287.
And the website is ww. dphhs. nt. gov.

Ckay. W are now accepting public coments on the
needs and strategies for the 2024-to0-2025 AAP. If you
have a comrent and are joining via webi nar, please raise
your hand so we can unnute you. |If you are joining via
phone, please press star-9 to indicate you have a conment,
and then press star-6 to unnmute and renute yourself.

Wil e you are providing conmment, please first state
your -- state and spell your nane and state the
organi zation that you represent if that is applicable.

Witten comments should be addressed to the address or
email below and wll be accepted until 5:00 p.m on
April 17th, 2024. You can send your public comment to the
Mont ana Departnent of Comrerce, Community MI, Attention:
Con Pl an, P.O. Box 200523 in Helena, Mntana; the Zi p Code
Is 59620-0523. And you can also enmil your coment to

DDOGCGCONP-L-A-N@t.gov. So that's DOCConPl an@nrt . gov.
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So do we have any conment s?
Ckay, Shyla. You can go ahead and unnute yourself.
MS. PATERA: Good afternoon. M/ nane is

Shyla Patera. That's spelled S-H Y-L-A, |[|ast nane,
P-A-T-E-R-A.  And | represent North Central | ndependent
Living Services in Black Eagle, Montana. And | thank you
for holding this idea hearing about the Annual Action Pl an
and Consol i dated Pl an.

One of the ideas that ny agency and the Mntana
| ndependent Living, Conmunity Living Task Force, always
recommends is nore visitable, affordable, universal
designed single-famly and multifam |y hones as well for
those that need disability access as well. One of the
ot her things that we've been working on is al so keeping an
eye on how to work with tiny honmes and different options
for community housing for people with disabilities. And
we know t hat Mont ana needs those very -- housing
desperately, even if it's just as transitional housing.

So we're hopeful that sone HOVE activities can go to
that, as well as sone HIF activities in certain
communi ties. Because not every, not every planning grant
or plan that each community has is eligible for each pot
of funding, and not everyone is able to access the Housing
Trust Fund, at |east in past go-rounds. So that is a huge

need for us.
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We al so have tal ked about, in previous plans, that we
don't want to see people with disabilities wthout getting
their needs net in enmergency shelter grants and different
options. So that if sonmeone is in a hospital or
institution, which is classified as even a nursing hone,
if they've had a rehab, fall or whatever, and they want to
go hone, we'd like to see sone funding for small ADA
repairs and nodifications through the Montana Housi ng and
Departnment of Commerce, even if it's just through CDBG or
" mnot sure, as a person who has been a | ongtine housing
advocate, if the small ADA rehab/construction that used to
be housed in CDBGis still active.

And when | was trying to get people's hones nodified
to ADA standards, current ADA standards, snaller or
m d-si zed communities often found it difficult, and there
were lots of needs. So if anything, we can hopefully work
on those things.

In the real mof honel essness, | knowit's partially --
it's split between DPHHS and Mont ana Housing, but | would
li ke to recormend that we work wwth the DPHHS to ensure
that all of our housing conponents in the Annual Action
Pl an and Consol idated Pl an work with housi ng conponents in
each of the Medicaid waivers, not just nental health.

It's been a great opportunity through the Behavi oral

Heal th Comm ssion that has cone forth, but all of us who
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have disabilities may need accessi bl e housing at sone
poi nt .

And as far as fair housing, we'd like to see just
definitions on when, when and how a person is done with
their crinme or sentence or how sonmeone is classified or
hel ped as domestic violence -- a donestic viol ence
survivor with disabilities. And this m ght be the wong
section of the hearing, but | hope everyone will take a
chance and take a | ook, because it's really inportant.

And we al so hope that Montana Housing will | ook at the
di sparate inpacts that sonetines can happen when not
everyone takes their HUD subsi di es and has sonme of those
barriers that |I've nentioned before.

And | thank you for taking ny comrents.

M5. GOLDI CH: Thank you, Shyl a.

Do we have any other comments during this tine?

Ckay. So |I'm seeing no other coments.

So just a rem nder that we wll be accepting witten
coments on the 2024-to-2025 AAP through April 17th, which
iIs two weeks fromtoday, until 5:00 p.m So you can mai
t hose comments to Montana Department of Commerce,
Community MI, Attention: Con Plan, P.O Box 200523 in
Hel ena, Montana 59620-0523. And you can enmil at
DOCConPl an@rt . gov.

So | believe we are going to finish this portion of
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the AAP presentation, and then we are going to transition

over to discussing the Con Plan, the Consolidated Pl an.

M5. BRACE: M nane is Megan Brace, and | amthe
senior advisor with Comunity and Policy Advisors. W are
working with the State of Montana, the Departnent of
Commerce, to develop their Consolidated Plan and their
Fair Housing Plan. So I'mgoing to take a few mnutes to
tal k about each of those, and then, again, we will open it
for cooments at the end.

Just so all of you are aware, again, this is being
recorded. And please hold your comments until the end,
and we'll do kind of the sane process that we just
undertook with the Action Plan.

Next slide, please.

Thank you.

So I'mgoing to take a few mnutes and just tal k about
what the Consolidated Plan is, what we're doing, why we're
doing this, and the steps that we're taking now and in the
future to nake sure that this is an inclusive process.

So the State of Montana i s working through the
Departnent of Commerce, as well as the Public Health and

Human Services Departnment, to create this five-year plan
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And with this five-year plan, it hel ps guide policy and

I nvest ment for housing, economc, and conmunity

devel opnent projects, really, under those funding options
t hat Rosie nentioned earlier in the presentation. So |I'I|
tal k about those a little bit nore.

But what this five-year plan, this Consolidated Pl an
does, is it gives us the franmework and the outline for how
we are going to spend those dollars over the next
five years. It's required by the U. S. Departnent of
Housi ng and Urban Devel oprment, or HUD, and it hel ps us
assess Montana's needs, the current conditions that we're
seeing in housing and econom cs, denographics, as well as
determning priorities and how we're going to allocate
t hat HUD fundi ng.

Next slide, please.

Thank you.

So part of this is this public participation process.
So we're trying to get perspective and opinions shared by
the participants of today's neetings, as well as
addi ti onal public i nput processes where you can provide
your input. So we're going to have a public input
hearing, this is the first of them to informin the
devel opnent of this 2025-to0-2029 Consolidated Pl an.

This also includes the first year of the Annual Action

Plan. So Rosie was tal king about the Annual Action Pl an
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that's going to be initiated soon. That wll start in
2024. The devel opnent of this 25 -- 2025, excuse ne,
Consolidated Plan will include that first Action Pl an,
which will start next year, in 2025.

We're al so tal king about the Equity Plan for
Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing. So we hope that
w th your input, we can ensure housing and conmmunity
devel opnent needs across Montana are identified and
addressed. So this is really just an opportunity to
di scuss what that | ooks like at this point and
opportunities for you to coment in the future.

Next slide, please.

| wanted to give you all sonme background on what this
| ooks |i ke and the overarching goals and objectives. So
t he objectives of the Consolidated Plan actually align
wth the national objectives of these prograns; you know,
t he CDBG those HOVE prograns that we were tal king about
just a few m nutes ago.

There's sone national objectives that align with al
t hose, and these include providing decent housi ng,
providi ng suitable |living environnents, and expandi ng
econom ¢ opportunity. So when we | ook at those
overarchi ng obj ectives, we then define goals that can fal
under that and then also neet those needs that we're going

to talk about in a m nute.
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So the past Consolidated Plan that is ending this
programyear, so it was from 2020 to 2024, had
five different goals. These were goals that were defined
by the State of Mntana under those objectives to how we
can use those HUD funds to neet the needs of Mbntana
citizens.

The first goal was to preserve and construct
af f ordabl e housing. The second goal was to plan for
communities. The third goal was to i nprove and sustain
public infrastructure. The fourth goal was to revitalize
| ocal economies. And the fifth goal was to reduce
honel essness. So as part of this process, we're | ooking
at these goals. Sone of these m ght change in this
revision of the Consolidated Pl an; sone of them m ght stay
the same. The process is really to understand if these
goals will continue or if they'll change based on the
findi ngs that we have.

Next slide, please.

So those prograns that Rosie tal ked about, 1"l just
briefly go through those again that we're including in the
Consol idated Pl an. There's four different progranms. W
have the Community Devel opnent Bl ock Grant, or CDBG This
is the widest program It allows for sone housing
funding. It allows for community devel opnent. Wthin

housi ng, there's rental devel opnent, single-famly




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o 00 M W N Rk O

Transcript of Proceedings

rehabilitation. W also have public and community
facilities, econom c devel opment, and planning. So that
really allows for the w dest range of fundi ng options.

The second program we're tal king about is the
HOVE | nvest ment Partnershi ps Program or HOMVE. This
really focuses on housing alone. So we | ook at rental
housi ng devel opnent, single-famly devel opnent, rental
housing rehabilitation, as well as honebuyer assi stance.

The Housing Trust Fund is very simlar to the
HOVE Program w th a couple exceptions. |It's focused
primarily on very | ow i nconme households, and it's focused
primarily on rental devel opnent and rental rehabilitation.

The | ast programis the Enmergency Solutions Grant, or
ESG This funding is targeted to households that are
experiencing or at risk of homel essness, and it can
include things |like street outreach, energency shelters,
honel essness prevention, and rapid rehousing.

Next slide, please.

As we're going through this consolidated pl anni ng
process, we're doing a variety of steps. The first step
that we're doing right nowis we are coll ecting data.
This includes both quantitative and qualitative data;
quantitative data being, you know, those nunbers that
we're | ooking at to see what trends are changi ng

denmogr aphi cal |y, housing, economcally within the state,

15
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but also qualitative data. W're collecting survey dat a,
whi ch Janelle is going to tal k about our surveys in a
couple mnutes. And we're also collecting data from
public input.

So the second part of this process is engaging the
public, agencies, and stakeholders to get input about need
that you're seeing in your communities. Sonetines, the
data that we collect may or may not reflect the need that
you are seeing, so this is the second source of data that
we're col |l ecting.

Once we conpile all of that together, we conduct
analysis of that, and then we identify needs within the
state. These needs can vary regionally, by different
groups. And then we | ook at what needs we can address
with this funding that we're tal ki ng about.

So once we've identified those priority needs, we
start to develop a strategy in response to needs. Those
strategies go back to those goals that -- those five goals
that | tal ked about that we had with the |ast plan. Each
of those goals wll be aligned with different targeted
communi ties, different targeted outreach groups, and al so
a direction of funding to address those strategies over
this five-year period. So we're really |ooking at, you
know, the, the larger picture of the five-year period wth

this consolidated plan.
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Next slide, please.

Once we have finished with this process, we're going
to have a nunber of docunments. So the first docunent is,
you know, nunber two on the list, if you' re viewing this
presentation, is that five-year Consolidated Plan. And
this will show you all that data we've collected, all the
anal ysis we've done, those priority needs, and then those
goals and strategic plans that wll guide housing and
community investnents over the five-year period.

Each year after that, we have the Annual Action Pl an,
or AAP, and this outlines specific activities, goals, and
obj ectives for that given program year

After that, we have the Consolidated Annual
Perf ormance and Eval uati on Report, or the CAPER  And what
this does, is it's an annual report that details the use
of funds, neasures progress towards neeting goals and
obj ectives that were identified in the Annual Action Pl an
and as well as the overarching Consolidated Plan. So that
really provides a scorecard for nmaybe where we're neeting
our goals and naybe where we need to nmake sone
adj ust nent s.

The last thing that -- docunent that will be prepared
is actually, you know, first on this list if you're
| ooking at the presentation, and it's the Equity Plan for

Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing. So what this
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Equity Plan is, is it's a plan that wll be devel oped
every five years that wll serve the purpose of assessing
fair housing issues and their underlying causes, as well
as setting fair housing goals and outlining strategies for
achieving equity in housing, increasing access to
comunity assets, and broadeni ng econom c opportunities.

And the mandate to affirmatively furthering fair
housi ng requi res proactive and neani ngful action to
overcone patterns of segregation, pronote fair housing
choice, elimnate disparities in opportunity, and foster
i nclusive communities free fromdiscrimnation.

So what the overarching goal of the Equity Plan or
this Fair Housing Plan is, is to |look at any barriers to
accessi ng housing. |If there's any system c issues,
identifying those, and how the state and ot her agencies
can mtigate that over the next five years.

Next slide, please.

As we're working on that Equity Plan, I'mgoing to
take just a couple mnutes to tal k about what that | ooks
i ke in conjunction with the Consolidated Plan. W are
doing a simlar process. W're collecting data, and we're
al so engaging in this public input process.

Under the proposed rule that HUD has put out for this
plan, the State wll oversee a nore streanlined analysis

of fair housing conpared to what was required in 2015 wth
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the Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Rule. The State
wll also see a nore robust community engagenent effort to
identify fair housing needs and opportunities.

As part of this effort, the State will be conducting
at |l east three public hearings to engage conments on the
state Equity Plan. Two of these neetings wll be held
before the publication of the Equity Plan to provide
opportunity for comment, and then one hearing will be held
after the publication of the Equity Pl an.

Today's hearing is the first of those initial
two hearings. And the State is seeking input about fair
housi ng i ssues and their underlying causes, as well as
asking for recommendati on for fair housing goals and
strategies. You'll also have additional opportunities to
provi de those comrents as we proceed through this process.

This initial input will be accepted through June 25t h,
2024. Feedback regardi ng the to-be-published Equity Pl an
w |l be accepted during a comment period to be announced;
again, that public review period that | nentioned.

As part of its outreach efforts, the State wll gather
data to informthe Equity Plan devel opnent via the Mntana
Fai r Housi ng Survey. This survey will be open for the
month of May. It will start on May 1st and then cl ose on
May 31st. And then once it's available, the survey wl|

be avail abl e at Commerce. nt. gov/ consol i dat ed- pl an/ updat es.
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And Janelle wll talk a little bit nore about this in a
coupl e of slides as well.

Next slide, please.

So once this plan is devel oped, again, this really is
| ooki ng at the overarchi ng access to housi ng and how t hat
can be addressed. Sone of these goals and issues wll be
integrated into this Consolidated Pl an devel opnent as
well. W're |ooking at Septenber 2024 for that initial
devel opnent. The Equity Plan will be submtted to HUD
Upon receipt, HUD will publish it for about 60 days for a
public review period. And then after HUD accepts the
Montana Equity Plan, it wll be published on the
Commerce's website.

It wll include fair housing goals and strategies to
be incorporated into the State's Consolidated Plan and the
associ ated Annual Action Plans. Progress evaluations for
the Equity Plan will be required annually, simlar to that
CAPER | tal ked about, after the Equity Plan is adopted.
Before submtting its annual progress evaluations for the
Equity Plan to HUD, the State will nake available to
interested parties the proposed evaluation for a conmrent
period of no | ess than 15 days.

Next slide, please.

So | amgoing to turn this over to Janelle, and she is

going to tal k about how you can access these docunents and
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make additional comments or additional opportunities for
public input. Thank you.

Janel | e.

M5. EGLlI: Thank you so nmuch, Megan

Megan has been wonderful to work with us and keep us
trekki ng al ong as we undertake this process. And | al so
wanted to say thank you to Rosie for providing her portion
of the presentation as well since these are two separate
but very connected efforts that we're undert aki ng.

So for those of you who may not know ne, | ama
program speci alist with Montana Housing. And | am going
totalk with you a little bit about how to engage wth the
2025- 2029 Consol i dated Pl an process.

Ckay. So let's see here. So once drafted, our
docunents are going to be avail able on our website, and
that is Comrerce. nt.gov/consol i dat ed- pl an/ docunents.
Specifically, you can | ook for the Consolidated Plan and
our Equity Plan as Megan descri bed. Those docunents
wll -- once they are published, wll also be avail abl e at
repositories throughout the state. For a |list of our
repositories, you can | ook at our website, and we w ||
al so have those docunents avail able by request and in
alternative fornats as requested.

Next slide.

Ckay. So how can you participate in this process? W
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have lots of different options for you. So as we
ment i oned above, as part of our outreach effort, the State
is gathering data to inform Equity Plan devel opnent via

t he Montana Fair Housing Survey. The survey will be
avai |l abl e, as Megan said, May 1st, 2024, through May 31st,
2024.

And we have an additional survey which is actually
online right now W're gathering data to inform broad
Consol i dated Pl an devel opnent via the Mntana Housi ng and
Communi ty Needs Survey. This survey was nade avail abl e
March 18th and will be open through April 30th. So the
clock is ticking. |If you haven't participated in that
survey yet, we encourage you to do so.

Bot h of these survey efforts are very inportant to us
i n our devel opnent of our Consolidated Plan and
Equity Pl an devel opnent. So yes, please do give us your
i nput, your feedback, and we will read them and anal yze
our data and make sure that we use all of that to inform
our ultimate plan. So if you're interested in
participating in the surveys or if you want to participate
in upcomng public neetings that will be a part of this
process, go ahead and visit Commerce. nt.gov/consol i dat ed-
pl an/ updat es.

Next slide.

Ckay. So if you wsh to ask questions or submt
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comments outside of this hearing, we are going to just
share our contact information for you. So first we have
Mont ana Departnent of Comerce. You can reach us at

301 South Park Avenue, Hel ena, Mntana 59601,

P. O. Box 200523 Hel ena, Mntana 59620.

The division adm nistrators that oversee this effort
are Galen Steffens wwth Conmmunity MI and Cheryl Cohen with
Mont ana Housi ng; CDBG coordi nator, Rosie Coldich; and ne,
program speci alist, Janelle Egli. Qur phone nunber is
406- 841-2270, TDD is 406-841-2702, and our fax number is
406-841-2771. You can email us at DOCConPl an@rt . gov.

And, of course, our website is Commerce. nt. gov/
consol i dat ed- pl an.

And just as a rem nder, the prograns that Commerce
oversees that are a part of this Consolidated Plan are the
CDBG, HAOVE, and HTF progranms.

And t hen next slide.

So DPHHS, our partner agency, they oversee the
ESG Program and any questions and comments that you may
have or wi sh to nmake outside of this hearing you can
direct their way. They're at 1400 Carter Drive in Hel ena,
Mont ana 59601; P. O Box 202956, Hel ena, Montana 59620.

Their adm ni strator overseeing this effort is
Jessie Counts; bureau chief, Sarah Loewen. Phone nunber,

406-447-4265, fax 1s 406-447-4287, and their website is
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www, dphhs. nt. gov.

Next slide.

All right. So we will now nove into our commenti ng
portion of this part of our presentation. So verbal
comment s regardi ng needs and strategies pertaining to the
2025- 2029 Consolidated Pl an, including the Year 1 AAP t hat
spans from 2025 to 2026, and the associated Equity Pl an
for Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing are now bei ng
accepted. Please note that this is a separate comenti ng
portion, so if you have comments, even if they are, you
know, related to what we di scussed in the AAP, pl ease make
those here so that we have them for this process.

If you have a comment and are joining via webinar,
pl ease rai se your hand so we can unnute you. And if you
are joining via phone, please press star-9 to indicate you
have a comment and then press star-6 to unnute and
remute -- reunnute yourself -- renute yourself. Sorry
about that. And |I'l|l repeat those instructions once as we
go along in case you m ssed them

So we'll go ahead and go to our comments, and | see
t hat we have Shyla ready to go.

M5. PATERA: Hello. M nane, for the record, is
Shyla Patera. M/ -- that is spelled S-H Y-L-A
P-A-T-E-FR-A.  And | represent North Central | ndependent

Living, Center for |Independent Living, and D sability
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Advocacy Agency in Black Eagle, Mntana, Geat Falls,
Mont ana, but we serve a 17-county area.

And again, we would al so encourage vi sitable,
uni versal l y desi gned housi ng, any housi ng, working on ESG
and CDBG with a small ADA program One thing | forgot to
mention | ast coment section was a possible idea for CDBG
I's accessi bl e sidewal ks. Because w thout accessible
sidewal ks and transportation, you cannot have fully
i ncl usi ve nei ghbor hoods. And we al so hope that the HOVE
and Housing Trust Fund can further the goals of enhancing
accessi bl e, affordable rehab and repair and single-famly
and multifamly construction for people with disabilities,
as well as hone ownership.

One of the ideas | have for the Equity Pl an beyond
previously nentioned is allowing citizens who nmay have
| i ved experience or advocates |ike nyself to be trained in
rental or housing counseling, simlar to fair housing
testers. Because a lot of the consuners that | see and |
deal with, when they try to do eviction prevention, they,
they don't really know if the perceived, perceived and
i ved experience matches, matches the | evel of |egal
di scrim nation.

So one of the things | would |like to see as part of
the affirmatively furthering fair housing in the

Equity Plan is definitely sone training and sone avenues
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for citizen training so that -- Because we know t he

home -- the person potentially being evicted doesn't need
a representative in court, but 1've had to help themwite
their answers, and sonetines they don't understand how
their lived experience transfers into | egal | anguages.

So that is one of the things that | would |ike to see,
along with the disability and tri bal supports we'll be
building in, as well as those who nmay have crim nal past
hi stories but their sentences are done or conpleted and
t hey can show that in a court of law. How do we help
t hose i ndi vidual s expunge those needs, particularly when

t hey do need accessi bl e housi ng?

There is so nmuch nore | wll say, but | probably have
to put that into witten coment. But | thank you for
your tine.

M5. EG.lI: Thank you so nmuch, Shyl a.

And Shyl a was good enough to follow the instructions
that | didn't give, which was to, when providing conment,
state and spell your nane and to also state the
organi zati on you represent if applicable.

So thank you, Shyla, for being so on it. And thank
you for your comment. W wll| address that as part of
this process.

So I'll just repeat the instructions once again. In

case there's anybody attending via phone, if you have a
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comment and are joining via phone, please press star-9 to
I ndi cate you have a comment, and then press star-6 to
unnmute and then renute yourself. And we have a little bit
nore time, so any other comrents, please raise your hand
if you're on webinar, and please press star-9 if you are
joining via phone.

Ckay. Not hearing any additional commrents.

Qur -- Julie Flynn wth Montana Housi ng went ahead and
shared our survey link in the QA and | added that to the
chat, so that's there for your conveni ence should you w sh
to conplete that survey in response to this presentation.

And | will also indicate as a wapping up that witten
comment s shoul d be addressed to the address or email that
we have |isted here on the screen. And those comments
regardi ng the 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan and our
Equity Plan will be accepted until 5 o'clock p.m on
April 17th, 2024. Well, 1| should, | should clarify. So
through April 17th for the AAP and al so the
Consol idated Pl an, and then through June 25th for the
Equity Plan. So those are separate comment periods to be
awar e of.

And if you want to send your conments to the
Departnment of Commerce, you can send themto Mntana
Department Commerce, Community MI, P.Q Box 200523,

Hel ena, Montana 59620. And the enail that you can submt
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coments to i s DOCConPl an@rt . gov.
So | just want to say thank you to everybody who has
j oi ned us today, whether you're joining from anot her
departnent here at Commerce or you are joining from
anot her agency or are a nenber of the public representing
specific needs that are happening in our communities.
This is a very, very inportant process that will help us
address real needs that we see throughout Montana. And
we're so thankful for your input and to be enbarking on
this process that will help us really guide our
i nvestnments here in Montana. So thank you, everybody who
has joined us, and we | ook forward to continuing to hear
fromyou throughout this process. And that's it for ne.
Rosi e and Megan, anything else to add?
M5. GOLDICH: | don't think so.
Thanks, everyone, for joining today.
M5. BRACE: Yes. Just echoing those sentinents.
Thank you for joining, and your input is valuable.
M5. EGI: Al right. Thank you so nuch,
everybody, and have a wonderful rest of your day. Take
care.

(The proceedi ngs concluded at 2:50 p.m)
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